


 

 

It is my pleasure to present to 

you the 2010 Annual Report of 

the East Central Regional De-

ve lopment  Commiss ion 

(ECRDC).  This report lists the 

programs, services, and accom-

plishments of the Commission 

in fulfilling the ECRDCõs mis-

sion.  This report includes the 

programs, projects, and related 

financial information of the 

ECRDC for the period July 1, 

2009 through June 30, 2010. Since the Commissionõs 

formation in 1973, its main priority has been to provide 

technical assistance and support to its many local units 

of government, businesses, and citizens. 

 

Highlights of the Commissionõs activities during the past 

year include the development of a Station Area Planning 

Study for the Region 7E communities which were identi-

fied as potential stops for the proposed Northern Lights 

Express (NLX) passenger train between Minneapolis 

and Duluth.  The ECRDC also worked with a number 

of cities on federal EDA infrastructure grants for eco-

nomic development projects including a successful ap-

plication for $1.44 million to construct a technology in-

cubator at Pine Technical College.  Significant progress 

was also made to position the Regional Arts Council for 

a bright future as a non-profit organization with ex-

panded funding through the Stateõs new Arts and Cul-

tural Heritage Fund. 

 

Our East Central Senior Resource Center (ECSRC) 

program accomplished a great deal this year as well with 

more and more older adults and their families accessing 

our Senior LinkAge® and Caregiver Consulting pro-

grams for information and referral services.  The 

ECSRC also assisted various organizations and busi-

nesses in applying for funding for services in an effort 

meet the needs of the ever growing older population. 

The ECRDC advocated for a number high profile trans-

portation projects with funding made possible through 

the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).   

Examples of these projects include a freeway inter-

change/bridge structure at the junction of I-35 and State 

Hwy 95 in North Branch as well as a 17 mile reconstruc-

tion of State Hwy 65 north of Mora.   Finally, the Com-

mission continued efforts to fill gaps in the region where 

public transit is limited or non-existent. 

 

I think youõll agree that the Commission continues to 

make a remarkable difference in East Central Minne-

sota.  This of course would not be possible without the 

hard work and dedication of the ECRDC Commission, 

the various advisory committees, our program partners, 

volunteers,  and, of course, our dedicated staff. 

 

Many thanks to all of you for your continued support! 

 

Yours most sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert Voss 

Executive Director 

 
 

Chisago County 

Jill Behnke, Municipalities 

Bob Cupit, Township Rep. 

Ben Montzka, County Comm. 

Donald Taylor, Public Interest 

 

Isanti County 

Richard Hansen, Township Rep. 

George Larson, County Comm. 

Sue Larson, Public Interest  

 Marlys Palmer, Municipalities 

 

 

Kanabec County 

Roger Crawford, County Comm. 

Dave Chmiel, Municipalities 

Dave Patenaude, Township Rep. 

Janelle Troupe, Public Interest 

 

Mille Lacs County 

Jack Edmonds, County Comm. 

Linda Evans, Public Interest 

Jeremy Riddle, Municipalities 

Barbara Welty, Township Rep. 

 

Pine County 

Frank Grundmeier, Township Rep. 

Steve Hallan, County Comm. 

Fred Lere, Public Interest 

Paul Venhuizen, Municipalities 

 

School Board Representatives 

Edward Hill, Southern 

Steve Odegard, Northern 

 

Native American Tribal Representative 

Vacant 

Senator Tony Lourey speaks at the Legislative Forum held at the 

Kanabec County Government Center. 
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